
City of Dunsmuir 
Disaster Planning Advisory Committee Meeting 

August 22, 2019 6PM 

Location: Dunsmuir Council Chambers, 5902 Dunsmuir Ave., Dunsmuir, CA 96025 

Purpose: To advise the City Council on how to prepare for, mitigate, respond to, and recover from 
natural disasters that could impact the City of Dunsmuir. 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of Agenda 

4. Approval of Minutes 

A. July 25, 2019 

5. Public Comment 

Welcome to the Disaster Planning Advisory Committee meeting. The Committee 
invites the public to address the Committee on issues not listed on the agenda and 
that are within the Committee’s subject matter jurisdiction. Those wishing to address 
the Committee are asked to sign-in and indicate their topic of interest. The public 
has a right to address the Committee on any subject within the Committee’s 
jurisdiction; however, the Committee may limit public comment on matters that are 
outside of its jurisdiction. The Committee may regulate the total amount of time on a 
particular issue and for speakers (typically 3 minutes). The Committee may place 
additional time limits on comment to ensure members of the public have opportunity 
to speak and the Committee is able to complete its work. A group may be asked to 
choose a spokesperson to address the Committee on a subject matter, or the 
Committee may limit the number of persons addressing the Committee whenever a 
group of persons wishes to address the Committee on the same subject matter. 
Speakers are asked to provide their name and address for the public record. We 
greatly appreciate your active participation. 

6. Presentation/Discussion on Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP) – Mayor 
Lucchesi  

Background:  DPAC’s Goal #1 is to assist the City in developing an LHMP.  
Mitigation planning is a process for local governments to identify community-level 
policies and actions that will reduce the impacts of natural hazards.  The 
presentation will clarify DPAC’s role, identify tasks and help the group get started 
in collecting data. 

Action:  Accept presentation and identify initial tasks. 
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7. Old Business 

A. Green Waste Drop Off Day - Update regarding status of event on August 24 and 
finalize last minute details. 

B. Emergency Preparedness Website and E-Newsletter – Status Update.  Provide 
ideas for newsletter items. 

C. Emergency Evacuation/Wildfire Safety Guide Handout - Status update.  

 
8. New Business 

A. Next public forum/community meeting – DPAC’s Goal #3 is to provide a second 
public forum on wildfire evacuation, household preparedness and other identified 
issues.  Scheben to report back with potential plan.   

9. Staff and Member Comments 

10. Future Agenda Items 

The items listed are tentative and can be subject to change due to staff availability and 
committee readiness. Items may be added to the list as the committee sees fit.  

A. Review goals/programs in CWPP and identify areas to improve resilience (TBD) 

B. Review Floodplain Maps & Develop Flood Outreach Program (TBD) 

11. Adjourn – Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting September 26, 2019 



City of Dunsmuir 
Disaster Planning Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

July 25, 2019   6:00 PM 

1. Call to Order: Scheben called meeting to order at 6:00 PM 

2. Roll Call  

a. Present: Lynda Scheben, Mike Dellabona, Stephen Cutting, Paul Blackwell 
b. Absent: Brian Shirley 

3. Approval of agenda: Cutting motioned to approve agenda, seconded by Dellabona. Ayes All 
4. Meeting minutes:  Submitted minutes from June 27, 2019. Approved as is motioned by Cutting, seconded 

by Blackwell. Ayes All.  

5. Public comment: None 

6. Old Business:  

6A. Dunsmuir Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP): No update at this time.  The City has not heard from 
FEMA re: status of the City’s FEMA Planning Grant.  Scheben shared report from City Planner’s attendance at 
the 2019 AEP Institute on Wildfire Planning and CEQA.  Scheben noted that she will be meeting with the 
Siskiyou County Office of Emergency Services to obtain more background information and learn about other 
FEMA planning activities in Siskiyou County. 

Public Comment:  Peter Arth (citizen) expressed concerns that the community does not understand possible 
FEMA mitigation funding could be jeopardized without the City’s FEMA planning document in place.  Arth 
recommended that the DPAC underscore the importance of the FEMA planning process to both the community 
and the City Council. 

Devon Warner emphasized that this should be a high priority for the City and that we should not be waiting 
for the FEMA grant to get started on the planning process. 

Committee Action:  No action taken. 

6B. Green Waste Clean Up/Voucher System Followup:  Blackwell and Dellabona reported on progress 
towards a city-wide green waste clean up/disposal day.  Discussion ensued regarding options including a 
voucher system and working with Clemens and the City to provide a large container at the Ball Park parking 
lot for people to bring their brush and green waste.  

Public Comment:  Peter Arth (citizen) emphasized importance of providing green waste clean up days and 
encouraged DPAC to make it happen.  Arth noted that residents have piles of brush and leaves without the 
means or trucks to transport the material.  He encouraged DPAC to look at a variety of pickup options with 
Clemens.  Arth also noted clean up work being done in Mount Shasta and encouraged DPAC to work with 
partners like CalFire. 

Devon Warner noted a possible green waste business in the very early stages of planning.  Warner noted that 
she is going to connect with the Siskiyou Business Council for more information and resources.   

Michael Bush concurred that large containers located at the Ball Park are a good first start for green waste 
removal. 

Daniel Prielipp noted that there are challenges with using the airport to collect green waste and that the large 
containers in town would be a good place to start.  Cutting reminded of need for coordination with Parks and 
Recreation. 

Committee Action:  Blackwell motioned to recommend that the City work with Clemens on a green waste event 
day.  Dellabona seconded.  Ayes all. 



6C. Emergency Preparedness Website and E-Newsletter: Scheben reported that she continues to work on 
potential e-newsletter items and will reach out to staff at Pusher, Inc. for options on website development and 
management.   

Public comment: None  

Action Taken: Scheben volunteered to explore options for website. 

6D. Audible Emergency Alerts: No updates at this time.  Will need to work with Chief Dan Padilla on making 
any improvements.  

Public comment: Michael Bush emphasized that improving the audible alert system is a priority item.  

Action Taken: Cutting volunteered to take point on these efforts.                                                                                           

6E. Hazardous Vegetation Abatement Ordinance: Lynda reported that the ordinance was presented to the 
Planning Commission at their July 10, 2019 meeting and it is moving forward.   

Public Comment: Devon Warner noted there was discussion and/or concern regarding undeveloped lots vs. 
developed lots.    

Action Taken: No action taken.  

6F. Emergency Evacuation Plan Handout - Scheben noted that she is working on the draft Wildfire Safety 
Guide, including an evacuation map and will get final approvals from Chief Padilla and other partners.  It will 
be similar to the Mount Shasta Wildfire Safety Guide. Cutting noted concern about freeway access and that 
the entrances to I-5 will get clogged in an evacuation.  He suggested we consider creating more on ramps for 
emergencies.  This would take further exploration with CalTrans and other emergency partners. 

Public Comment: None 

Action Taken: Cutting volunteered to explore the possibility of additional access to I-5 with CalTrans and 
report back to the committee. 

7. New business 

7A. Next Public Forum and/or Stakeholder Meeting:  Members discussed options for the next public forum or 
stakeholder meeting.  Scheben emphasized need to work with new City Manager and Dellabona suggested 
having a public, educational event, similar to the fire meetings only planned.  Cutting noted the need to include 
schools and said that school buses can be used in an evacuation. 

Public Comment: Devon Warner suggested we connect people and resources to those in need of assistance in 
cleaning up their properties. 

Action taken: Lynda volunteered to explore the forum options further and bring back to the next meeting. 

8.  Staff and Member Comments:  Blackwell commended our volunteer fire department for their response 
time in a local incident. 

      9. Future Agenda Items  

a. Review Floodplain Maps & Develop Flood Outreach Program - TBA 

b. Public/Stakeholder Forum - August 22,2019 

10.  Adjourned at 7:30 PM Scheben moved to adjourn and Blackwell seconded.  Ayes all.   Next meeting is 
August 22, 2019.
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City of Dunsmuir 
Disaster Planning Advisory Committee (DPAC) 

 

 
Meetings:  4th Thursday of the month at 6pm in the Dunsmuir City Council Chambers 
 
Purpose: To advise the City Council on how to prepare for, mitigate, respond to, and 
recover from natural disasters that could impact the City of Dunsmuir.  
 
2019 Goals: 
 
1) Obtain funding for programming and the hiring of a hazard planning consultant; and 

complete a Local Hazard Mitigation Plan for the City of Dunsmuir. 
a) Deliverables: 

i) Grant funding to support programming and the hiring of a consultant 
ii) Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

2) Create a disaster preparedness website with information, handouts, and mailers to 
educate the public on natural disaster preparedness; focusing first on wildfire and 
flooding. 
a) Deliverables: 

i) Central website with up-to-date emergency preparation, mitigation steps for 
homeowners and renters, and other pertinent information 

3) Host open house and public forums on wildfire to educate the public and organize 
the City’s response to future wildfire threats. 
a) Deliverables: 

i) Open house and a minimum of two public forums to discuss wildfire 
preparation, mitigation, and insurance 

4) Support the development and approval of a Hazardous Vegetation Management 
Policy (Weed Abatement Ordinance) for the City of Dunsmuir. 
a) Deliverables: 

i) Hazardous Vegetation Management Policy to Planning Commission 
5) Update floodplain maps and target vulnerable households with preparedness and 

mitigation information.  
a) Deliverables:  

i) Floodplain maps and mailers to vulnerable households including information 
on how to mitigate flood hazard and obtain insurance.  

 
Members: 
Lynda Scheben, Chair  
Stephen Cutting, Vice-Chair  
Brian Shirley, Secretary  
Mike Dellabona  
Paul Blackwell  
 


